
 

 

 

When knowledge is not enough: 
Making sense of our climate futures with artists 

 

When: Postponed to winter/spring 2021 (the new date will be announced soon) 

Where: Inter Arts Center, Bergsgatan 29, Malmö, Sweden 

  
The background, context and aims of the symposium and research exhibition 

 

The programme is developed as an integrated part of the interdisciplinary research 
network Narrating Climate Futures, that have received funding through the collaborative 
initiative within Lunds University. The network consists of researchers from every faculty 
of the university, as well as a wide range of external partners, among others Bio Arts 
Society (Finland), PBL (Netherlands) and Malmö Museer. 
 

The programme of the symposium and exhibition is developed by Johannes Stripple 
(Initiator and coordinator of Narrating Climate Futures, SVET) and Christian Skovbjerg 
Jensen (director of Inter Arts Center) and is organized/produced by Inter Arts Center. 
Engaging with the challenge of climate change requires action in the present that addresses 
how we want the future to unfold. This requires the foresight of imagining alternative 
futures and how our actions can shape the world to come. 
With the ability to stimulate our imagination artistic interventions can enable emotional 
encounters with climate futures and bridge the gap between scientific discovery and public 
knowledge and behaviour. 
 

The aim of the symposium and the surrounding programme is to show how artistic 
research and contemporary artists are looking for new entries and ways to engage with 
and sense the impacts (knowledge) of and about climate changes, here and now, as well as 
in the future. We all know what is at stake and still very little is done with the clear but 
always dark scenarios of our future. So, where do artistic research and engagement and 
interdisciplinary collaborations place themselves and what role could they play? Do we 
know what climate changes smell or sound like? And what happens when these impacts are 
put into literature, performance or film? Does this change anything? And if not, how do we 
change the spell? 

 

Another aim of this gathering – which is also central to the Narrating Climate Futures 
network – is to try to break the existing barriers between different research disciplines, in 
particular between artistic research and traditional scientific research. This is aspired by 
presenting artistic research and work as research and knowledge in its own right. And 
furthermore, by matching or connecting artists and researchers engaged in similar 
questions in order to share knowledge and possibly cultivate the grounds for further 
understanding between disciplines or actual collaborations. 



 

The symposium is part of the collaborative initiative Narrating Climate Futures – a 
platform through which researchers, practitioners and experts can initiate new 
conversations about the potential of narrative techniques. In particular, in exploring how 
narratives can catalyse the forms of political, economic and cultural responses required for 
a climate changed world, and for crafting the zero-carbon emission society of the future. 
  

Part I – The symposium 
 

Exclusive symposium programme with lectures, panel discussions, screenings, 
installations and performance for maximum of 50 artists, curators, teachers and 
researchers and organisational representatives. 
 

Participants: Terike Haapoja (FI), Sissel Tolaas (NO), Paul Graham Raven (UK), Markus 
Reymann, TBA21 Academy (A), Pia Rönicke (DK), Pablo José Ramiréz (GTM), Halla 
Steinunn Stefánsdóttir (IS) & Angela Rawlings (UK), Justin Bennett (UK/NL), Emilija 
Škarnulytė (LT), Stella D’Ailly, Mossutställningar (SE) & others 

 

Opponents: A selection of researchers from within as well as outside the NCF network 
matching the themes of the presentations (nonhuman rights, mourning & mass extinction 
of biodiversity, bioacoustics, food, city planning, ocean levels, forestry and land use, climate 
justice/evidence, sensuous knowledge & psychology). 
  

Part II – The research exhibition: 
The research exhibition will be surrounding the symposium in adjacent spaces and 
integrated into the symposium programme, but also work as an independent exhibition for 
a wider audience and will extend into the weekend, after the symposium. A curated 
selection of sound art and music will be presented at IACs listening station, a series of video 
works will be presented in the VR/Sound Lab and the Artist Studio, and then a selection of 
publications, texts and objects will be exhibited in Marion von Ostens sharing research 
infrastructure made especially for IAC. 
 

The artist list is under development. 
  
Part III – Installations outside IAC 

Terike Haapoja: The Party of Others (sound and video installation) at Inkonst, Malmö.  

Supported by Sound Environment Centre, Lund University  

 

 

 

 

  


